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E Your Majefty's moſt Dutiful and 
Loyal Subjects, the Commons of 
Great Britain in Parliament al- 
ſembled, having nothing ſo much 
ae Heart, as to enable Your Ma- 
peſty to bring this long and ex- 
ppenſive War to an honourable 
and happy Concluſion; have ta- 
ken it into our moſt ſerious Conſi- 
| ent =. deration, how the neceſſary Sup- 
. plies: to be provided by us, may be beſt applied, and how 
the Common Cauſe may in the moſt effectual Manner 
be carried on by the united Force of the whole Confede- 
racy. We have thought ourſelves ebliged, in Duty to Your 
Majeſty, and in Diſcharge of the Truft repoſed in us, to 
enquire into the true State of the War in all its Parts; 
wWe have examined what Stipulations have been entred 
into between Your. Majeſty and Vour Allies, and how 
far ſuch Engagements have on each ſide been made good; 
we have conſidered the different Intereſts which the Cen- 
federates have in the Succeſs of this War, and the diffe- 
rent Shares they have contributed to its Support; we have 
with our utmoſt; Care and Diligence endeavour'd to diſco- 
ver the Nature, Extent, and Charge of it, to the end that 
by comparing the Weight thereof with our own Strength, 
we might adapt the one to the other in ſuch Meaſure, 
as neither to continue Your Majeſty's Subjects under a 
beavier Burden than in Reaſon and juſtice they ought to 
bear, nor deceive Yout Majefty, Your Allies, and ourſelves, 
by undertaking more than the Nation in its preſent Cir- 

 _ ,cumftance is able to perform. 
Vour Majeſty. has been graciouſly pleaſed, upon our 
-humble Applications, to order ſuch Materials to be laid 
before us, as have furniſhed us with the neceſſary Infor- 
mation upon the Particulars we have enquired into; and 
when we ſhall have laid before Your. Majeſty our Obſer- 
Fatizons and humble Advice upon this Subject, we pro- 
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miſe to ourſelves this happy Fruit from it, That if Your 

Majefty's generous and good Purpoſes for. the procuring a 
ſafe and laſting Peace ſhould, through the Obſtinacy of 
the Enemy, or by any other Means, be unhappily defea- 
ted; a true Knowledge and Underſtanding of the "paſt 
Conduct of the War, will be the beſt Foundation for 4 


more frugal and equal Management of it for the time to 


In order to take the more deren View of what we 


propoſed,” and that we might able to ſet the Whole 
* before Your Majeſty ina true Light, we have thought it 
neceſſary to go back to the Beginning of the War, and 
beg Leaye to obſerve the Motives and Reaſons upon 
which his late Majeſty King William engag'd firſt in it. 


The Treaty of the Grand Alliance explains thoſe Rea - 
ſons. to be for the ſupporting the Pretenſions of his Im- 
perial Majeſty, then actually engaged in a War with the 
French King, who had uſurped the entire Spaniſh Mp- 


.narchy for his Grandſon the Duke of Anjou: And for 
the aſſiſting the-States-General, who by the Loſs of their 


Barrier againft France, were then in the ſame or a more. 


dangerous Condition, than if they were actually invaded. 
As theſe were the juft and neceſſary Motives for underta- 
king this War, fo the Ends propoſed to be obtained by it 
were equally Wiſe and Honourable: For as they are ſet 


forth in the Eighth Article of the ſame Treaty, they ap - 
pear to have been, the Procuring an equitable and rea- 
ſonable Satisfaction to his Imperial Majeſty, and ſufficient 
Securities for the Dominions, Provinces, Navigation, and | 
Commerce of the King of Great Britain and the States- 
ne ; the Making effectual Proviſion that the two 
Kingdoms of France and Spain ſhould never be united 

under the ſame Government, and particularly, that the 
French ſhould never get into the Poſſeſſion of the Spaniſh 
Veſt. Indies, or be permitted to fail thither upon the Ac- 


Count of Traffick, under any Pretence whatſoever; and 


laſtly, the Secur ing to the ee the King of Great 
Britain and the States-General, all the ſame Privileges 
and Rights of Commerce throughout the whole Domini- 
ons of Spain, as they enjoyed before the Death of Charles 
the Second King of Spain, by.Virtue of any Treaty, A- 

reement, Cuſtom, or any other Way whatſpever ; For 
The ohtaining theſe Ends, the Three confederated Powers 
engaged to aſſiſt one. another with their whole Force, aC- 
cording to ſuch Proportions as ſhould be ſpecified in a Pat 
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ticular Convention afterwards to be made for that Pur- 
poſe: We do not find that any ſuch Convention was ever 
ratified, but it appears, that there was an Agreement 
toncluged, which by common Conſent was underſtood to 
be binding upon each Party reſpectively, and according to 
which the Proportions of Great Britain were from the Be- 
ginning regulated and founded: The Terms of that Agree- 
ment were, That for the Service at Land, his Imperial 
Majeſty ſhould furniſh Ninety Thouſand Men, the Kin 
of Great Britain Forty Thouſand; and the States-Gener 
One Hundred and Two Thouſand, of which there were 
Forty Two Thouſand intended fo ſupply their Garrifons, 
and Sixty Thoufand to act againft the Common Enemy in 
the Field; and with regard to the Operations of the War 
at Sea, they were agreed to be performed Jointly by Great 
Britain and the States-General; the Quota of Ships to 
he furniſhed for that Service; being five Eighths on the 
Part of Great Britain, and three Eighths on the Part of the 
Sates-Generalc Et 052 OWE oC TERA HOY 
Upon this Foot the War began in the Year 1702, at 
which time the whole yearly Expence of it to England, 
amounted to Three Millions, Seven Hundred and Six 
Thouſand Four Hundred Ninety Four Pounds; à very 
great Charge, as it was then thought by Your Majeſty's 
Subjects, after the ſhort Interval of Eaſe they had enjoy d 
from the Burden of the former War; but yet a very mo- 
derate Proportion in Comparifon with the Load which 
hath ſince been laid upon them; for it appears, by Efti- 
mates given in to Your Commons, that the Sums neceſſary 
to carry on the Service for this preſent Year, in the ſame 
manner as it was performed the laft Year, amount to more 
than Six Milhons, Nine Hundred and Sixty Thouſand 
Pounds,' befides Intereſt for the Publick Debt, and the 
Deficiencies accruing; the -laſt Lear; which two Articles 
require One Million, One Hundred and Forty Three 
Thouſand Pounds more: So that the whole Demands up- 
on Your Commons, are ariſen to more than Eight Millions 
for the preſent annual Supply, We know Your Majefty's 
tender Regard for the Welfare of Your People will abe 
it uneaſy to'You to hear of ſo great a Preſſure as this apon 
them; and as we are aſſured it will fully convince Your- 
| Majeſty of the Neceſſity of our prefent Enquiry,' fo we 
beg Leave to repreſent to You from what Cauſes, and by 
E = Steps, this immenſe Charge appears to hade grown” 
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upon us; 


'} . 
The Service dt Sea as it hath been very large and ex- 
tenſive in itſelf, ſo it hath been carried on through the 
whole Ccurſe of the War, in a Manner highly diſadvanta- 
geous to Vour Majeſty and Vour Kingdom; for the Ne- 
ceſſity of Affairs requiring, that great Fleets ſhould be fit- 
ted out every Year, as well for the maintaining a Superio- 
rity in the Mediterranean, as for oppoſing any Force which 
the Enemy might prepare, either at Dunkirk or in the Ports 
of Meſt France, Your Majeſty's Example and Readineſs in 
fitting out Your Proportion of Ships for all Parts of that 
Service, have been ſu far from prevailing with the States- 
General to keep pace with You, that they have been De- 
ficient every Year to a one Degree, in Proportion to 
what Your Majeity hath furniſhed, ſometimes no leſs than 
two Thirds, and generally more than Half of their Quota. 
From hence Your Majeſty has been obliged, for the pre- 
venting Diſappointments in the moft preſſing Services, to 
ſupply thoſe Deficiencies by additional: Reinforcements of 
Your own Ships; Nor hath the fingle Increaſe of ſuch a 
Charge been the only ill Conſequence that attended it; for 
by this Means, the Debt of the Navy hath been inhance@y 
fo that the Diſcounts ariſing upon the Credit of it, have: 
affected all other Parts of the Service; from the ſame” 
Cauſe, Your Majeſty's Ships of War have been forced in 
greater Numbers to continue in remote Seas, and at unſea- 
ſonable Times of the Year, to the great Damage and De- 
cay of the Britiſb Navy: This alſo hath been the Occa- 
fion, that Your Majeſty: hath been ftreightned in Your: 
Conyoys for Trade, Your Coaſts have been expoſed for 
want of a ſufficient Number of Cruizers to guard them, 
and You have been diſabled from annoying the Enemy in 
their moſt beneficial Commerce with the Weſt-Indies, from 
whence:they have received thoſe vaſt Supplies of Treaſure, 
without which they could not have ſupported the Ex- 
pences of this War. | SOM. 67 STD 
That Part of the War which hath been carried on in 
Flanders, was at firft immediately neceſſary to the Security | 
of the States-General, and hath ſince brought them great 
Acquiſitions both of Revenue and Dominion: Yet, even 
there, the original Proportions have been departed from, 
and, during the Courſe of the War, have been ſinking by 
Degrees on the Part of Holland; ſo that, in this laft Year, 
ve find the Number in which they fell ſhort of their Three | 
Faiths to Your Majeſty's Two Fitths, to have been Twenty 
Thouſand, Eight Hundred and Thirty Seyen Men; we 
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are not unmindful That in the Year 1503, a Treaty wis 
ade between the TWO Nations, for a joint Augmentation 
of Twenty Thouſand Men, wherein the Proportions were 
varied, and England conſented to take Half upon itſelf: 
But it having been annexed, as an expreſs Condition do 
_ the Grant of the ſaid Augmentation in Parliament, That 
the States-General ſhould prohibit all Trade and Com- 
*meree with France; and that Condition having not been. 
performed by them, the Commons think it reaſonable, 
that the firſt Rule of Three to Two ought to have ta- 
ken Place again, as well in that as in other ſubſequent 
Augmentations; more eſpecially when they conſider, that 


the Revenues of thoſe rich Provinces which have been 


"conquered, would, if they were duly applied, maintain a 
great Number of new additional Forces againft the Com- 
mon Enemy, notwithſtanding which, the States General 
ha ve raiſed none upon that Account, but make Uſe of thoſe 
ffreſh Supplies of Money, only to eaſe themſelves in the 
Charge of their firſt eftabliſh'd Quota. 
As in the Progreſs of the War in Flanders, a Diſpropor- 
tion was foon created, to the Prejudice of Eng land, ſo tlie 
very Beginning of the War in Portugal brought an une- 


Aaual Share of Burden upon us. For, altho' the Emperor 


and the States-General were equally Parties with Your 
Majeſty in the Treaty with the King of Portugal, yet the 
Emperor neither furniſhing his Third Part of the Troops 
and Subidies ſtipalated for, nor the Dutch conſenting to 

take an equal Share of his Imperial Majeſty's Defect u 
on themſelves, Your Majefty hath been obliged to furni 
Two Thirds of the entire Expence created by that Ser- 
vice: Nor has the Inequality ftopped there; for ever fince 


5 the Year One Thouſand Seven Hundred and Six, when the 


_ Engliſh and Dutch Forces marched out of Portugal into Ca- 


tile, the States-General have entirely abandon'd the War 


in Portugal, and left Your Majeſty to proſecute it ſingly at 
Your own Charge, which You have accordingly done, by 
replacing a greater Number of Troops there, than even 
at firſt You took upon You to provide. At the ſame 
time, Your Maſefty's generous Endeaveurs for the Sup- 


port and Defence of the King of Portugal, have been but ill 


feconded by that Prince himſelf; for notwithſtanding that 

by his Treaty he had obliged himſelf to furniſh Twelve 
Thouſand Foot, and Three T houſand Horſe, upon his 
Own Account, beftdes Eleven Thouſand Foot, and Tuo 
Thouſand Horſe more, in Conſideration of a Saar pak 
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 *tothim z/yet;according tothe beſt Information Your Com- 


mons can procure, it appears, That he hath ſcarce at any 
time furniſh'd Thirteen Thouſand Men in the Whole. 


Ia Spain the War hath been yet more unequal and bur= - 


denſome to Your Majefty, than in any other Branch of it; 


for being commenced without any Treaty whatſoever, 


the Allies have almoſt wholly declined taking any Part of 
nit upon themſelves. A ſmall Body of Engliſ and Dutch 
Troops were ſent thither, in the Year 1705, not as 
- being thought ſufficient to ſupport a Regular War, or to 
make the Conqueſt of ſo large a Country, but with a View 
only of aſſiſting the Spaniards to ſet King Charles upon the 


Throne, occaſioned by the great Aſſurances which were 
given of their Inclinations to the Houſe of Auſtria: But 
this Expettation failing, England was inſenſibly drawn into 


an eſtabliſned War, under all the Diſadvantages of the Di- 


ſtance of the Place, and the feeble Efforts of the other 


Allies. The Account we have to lay before Your Maje- 
fty, upon this Head, is, That altho* this Undertaking was 


enter d upon at the particular and earneft Requeſt of the 
Imperial Court, and for a Cauſe of no leſs Importance and 
Concern to them, than the Reducing the Spaniſh Monar- 
chy to the Houſe of Auſtria ; yet neither the late Empe- . 
Tors, nor his preſent Imperial Majeſty, have ever had an 
Forces there on their own Account, till the laſt Year, 


and then only one Regiment of Foot, conſiſting of Two 


_ «Thouſand Men: Tho the States-General have contribu- 


ted ſomething more to this Service, yet their Share alſo 


thath been inconſiderable; for in the Space of Four Years, 
from 1705, to 1707, both incluſive, all the Forces they 
have ſent into that Country, have not exceeded Twelve | 
-Thouſand Two Hundred Men; and from the Year 1708, 
to this Time, they have not ſent any Forces or Recruits | 


whatſoever. To Your Majeſty's Care and Charge, the 


Recovery of that Kingdom hath been in a Manner wholly 


left, as if none elſe. were intereſted or concerned in it: 


And the Forces which Your Majeſty hath ſent into Spain, | 
an the Space of Seven Years, from One Thouſand Seven 


Hundred and Five, to One Thouſand Seven Hundred and 
'Eleven, both incluſive, have amounted to no leſs than 


Fifty Seven Thouſand Nine Hundred Seventy Three Men, 

belides Thirteen Battalions and Eighteen Squadrons, for 
which Your Majeſty hath paid a Subſidy to the Emperor. 
Haw great the eftabliſhed Expence- of ſuch a Number 
of Men hath been, Your Majeſty very well knows, and 
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Vour Commons very ſenſibly feel: But the Weight will 
be found much greater, when if is conſidered how man} 

| heavy Articles of unuſual and extraordinary Charge have 
attended this remote and difficult Service; all which have 

been entirely defrayed by Your Majeſty, except that one 
of Tranſporting” the few Forces which were ſeat by the 
States- General, and the Victualling of them, during their 
Tranſportation only. The Accounts delivered to Your- 

Commons ſhew, That the Charge of Your Majeſty's Ships 
and Veſſels, employed in the Service of the War in Spain | 
and Portugal, reckon'd after the Rate of Four Pounds 4 
Man per Month, from' the Time they ſailed from hence, ” 
till they returned, were loft, or put upon other Services, 

bath amounted to Six Millions, Five Hundred and Forty 

- Thouſand, Nine Hundred and Sixty Six Pounds, Four- 
teen Shillings. The Charge of Tranſports, on the Part 

of Great Britain, for carrying on the War in Spain and Por- 
tug al, from the Beginning of it till this Time, hath a* 
mounted to One Million, Three Hundred Thirty Six 
© Thouſand, Seven Hundred and Nineteen Pounds, Nine- 
| teen Shillings, and Eleven Pence. That of Victualling 

Land Forces for the ſame Service, to Five Hundred Eigh- 
ty Three Thouſand, Seven Hundred and Seventy Pounds, 

Eight Shillings, and Six Pence; and that of Contingencies, 

and other Extraordinaries for the ſame Service, to One 

Million, Eight Hundred and Forty Thouſand, Three 

Hundred Fifty Three Pounds. 
We ſhould take Notice to. Your Majeſty, of ſeveral 
Sums paid upon Account of Contingencies and Extraordi- 
naries in Fignders, making together the Sum of One Milli- 
on, One Hundred and Seven Thouſand, Ninety Six 
Pounds: But we are not able to make any Compariſon of 
them, with what the States-General have expended upon 
the ſame Head, having no ſuch State of their extraordi- 

| nary Charge before us. There remains, therefore, but 

one Particular more for Your Majeſty's Obſervation, 
which ariſes from the Subſidies paid to Foreign Princes: 

= - Theſe, at the Beginning of the War, were borne in equal 

Proportion by Your Majeſty and the States- General; 
but in this Inſtance alſo the Balance hath been caft in 

Prejudice of Your Majeſty : For it appears, That Your 

Majefty hath ſince advanced more than Your equal Pro- 
ortion, Three Millions, One Hundred and Fifty Five 

houſand Crowns, betides Extraordinaries paid in Italy, 
and not included iu any of the foregoing Articles, _ 
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Ariſe to ite Hyndred Thirty Nine Thouſand, Five Hun- 


dred Fifcy Three Pounds. age * Sr 
. , We have laid theſe ſeveral Particulars before Your Ma- 


jeſty, in the ſhorteſt Manner we have been able; and by 


an Eſtimate grounded on the preceding Facts, it does 
appear, That over and above the Quota's on the Part of 
Great Britain, anſwering to thoſe contributed by Your Al. 
ties, more than Nineteen Millions have been expended by 
Your Majeſty during the Courſe of this War, by way of 
Surpluſage or Exceeding, in Balance of which, none of 
the Confederates have furniſhed any thing whatſoever. 


It is with very great Coneern, that we find ſo mach Oc- 


taſion given us to repreſent, how ill an Uſe hath been 
made of Your Majeſty's and Your Subjects Zeal for the 
Common Cauſe, that the Intereſt of that Cauſe hath not 
been proportionably promoted by it, but others only have 
been eaſed at Your Majeſty's and Your Subjects Coft, and 
have been connived at in laying their Part of the Bur- 
den upon this Kingdom, altho' they have upon all Ac- 

counts been equally, and, in moſt reſpects, much more 


nearly concern'd, than Britain, in the Iſſue of the War. 


We are perſuaded, Your Majeſty will think it pardon- 


able in us, with ſome Reſentment to complain of the 


little Regard which ſome of thoſe, whom Your Majeſty 
of late Years entruſted, have ſhewn to the Intereſts of 
their Country, in giving way, at leaft, to ſuch unreaſonable 
Impoſitions upon it, if not in ſome Meaſure contriving 
them: The Courſe of which Impoſitions hath been o 
fingular and extraordinary, that the more the Wealth of 
this Nation hath been exhauſted, and the more Your 
Majeſty's Arms have been attended with Succeſs, the 
heavier hath been the Burden laid upon vs; whilſt on the 
other hand, the more vigorous Your Majefty's Efforts 
have been, and the greater the Advantages which have 
redounded thence to your Allies, the more thoſe Allies 


Have abated in their Share of the Expence. | 


At the firft Entrance into this War, the Commons were 
induced to exert themſelves in the extraordinary Man- 
ner. they did, and to grant ſuch large Supplies, as had 


been unknown to former Ages, in hopes thereby to pre- 


vent the Miſchiefs of a Lingring War, and to bring that, 
in which they were neceſſarily engaged, to a ſpeedy Con- 
clution; But they have been very unhappy in the Event, 
whiltt they have ſo much Reaſon to ſuſpect, That what 
was intended to ſhorten the War, hath preved * 


| (it) 
Cauſe of its long Continuance; for thoſe to whom the 
Profits of it have accrued, have not been diſpoſed eafil 
to forego them: And Your Majeſty will from thence diſ- 
cern the true Reaſon, why ſo many have delighted in a 
War, which brought in ſo rich an Harveſt Yearly from 
Great Britain. 1 5 e 
We are as far from deſiring, as we know Your Majeſty 
will be from concluding, any Peace, but upon ſafe and 
honourable Terms; And we are far from intending: to 
excuſe ourſelves from raiſing all neceſſary and poſſible 
Supplies for an effectual Proſecution of the War, till ſuch 
a Peace can be obtained. All that Your Faithful Com- 
moyns aim at, All that they wiſh, is, an equal Concurrence 
from the other Powers engaged in Alliance with Your 
_ Majeſty, and a juft Application of what hath been alrea- 
dy gained from the Enemy towards promoting the Com- 
mon-Cauſe, Several large Countries and Territories 
have been reſtored to the Houſe of Aujtria ; ſuch as the 
Kingdom of Naples, the Dutchy of Milan, and other Pla- 
ces in Italy: Others have been conquered, and added to 
their Dominions, as the Two Electorates of Bavaria and 
Col gn, the Dutchy of Mantua, and the Biſhoprick' of 
Liege; Theſe having been reduced in great Meaſure by 
our Blood and Treaſure, may, we humbly conceive, with 
great Reaſon, be claimed to come in Aid towards carry- 
ing on the War in Spain; And therefore we make it our 
earneſt Requeſt to Your Majeſty, That You will give In- 
ſtructions to Your Minifters to infift with the Emperor, 
that the Revenues of thoſe ſeyeral Places, except ing only 
ſuch a Portion thereof as is neceſſary for their Defence, be 
actually ſo applied. And as to the other Parts of the 
War, to which Your Majefty hath obliged Yourſelf by 
particular Treaties to contribute, we humbly beſeech Your 
Majeſty, That You will be pleaſed to take effe&ual Care 
that Your Allies do perform their Parts ſtipulated by 
thoſe Treaties; And that Your Majefty will, for the fu- 
ture, no otherwiſe furniſh Troops, or pay Subſidies, than 
in Proportion to what Your Allies ſhall actually furniſly 
and pay. When this Juſtice is done to Your Majeſty, 
and to Your People, there is nothing which Your Com- 
mons will not chearfully grant, towards ſupporting Your _ 
Majeſty in the Cauſe in which You are engaged. And 
whatever farther ſhall appear to be neceſſary for carrying; 
on the War, either at Sea or Land, we will effettually en- 
able Your Majeſty to bear Your reaſonable Share of - | 


„ 4612) Vo 
fuch Expence and will ſpare no Su ies which Your 
Tuch ill ſpar pplies. which Your 
Subjects are able, with their utmoſt Efforts, to afford. 


After having enquired into, and conſider'd the State of 
the War, in which the Part Your Majeſty has borne ap- 
bit .. |. | pears to have been not only ſaperior to that of any one 
SE | Ally, but even equal to that of the whole Confederacy ; 

| Tour Commons naturally intlined to hope, that they ſhould 

d, Care had been taken of ſecuring ſome particular 
Advantages to Britain, in the Terms of a future Peace; 
[ fuch as might afford a Proſpe& of making the Nation 
amends in time for that immenſe Treaſure which hath 
been expended, and thoſe heavy [Debts which have been 
| contratted in the Courſe of ſo long and burdenſome a 
i | | War. This reaſonable Expectation could no way have been 
| | better anſwered; than by ſome Proviſion made for the far- 
I | ther Security, and the greater Improvement, of the Com- 
| merce of Great Britain: But we find ourſelves ſo very far 
diſappointed in theſe Hopes, that in a Treaty not long 
ſince concluded between Your Majeſty and the States-Ge- 
neral, under Colour of a mutual Guaranty given for 
two Points of the greateſt Importance to both Nations, 
| the Succeſſion and the Bartier, it appears, the Intereſt of 
jt Great Britain hath been not only neglected, but ſacrificed z 
1 | and that ſeyeral Articles in the faid Treaty are deſtructive 
© to the Trade and Welfare of this Kingdom, and therefore 
[| ©  Highlydiſhonourable to Your Majeſt yx. 
1 Vour Commons obſerve, in the firſt place, That ſeveral | 

i 1 Towns and Places are, by Virtue of this Treaty, to be 

| | put into the Hands of the States-General ; particularly 
= Newport, Dendermond, and the Caſtle of Ghent; which can, 

in no Senſe, be look'd upon as Part of a Barrier againft 

France; but being the Keys of the Netherlands towards Bri- 

tain, muſt make the Trade of Your Majeſty's Subjects in 
1 thoſe Parts precarious; and whenever the States think fit, 

Þ: I; totally exclude them from it. The pretended Neceſſity 
1 of putting theſe Places into the Hands of the States Gene- 

| ral, in order to ſecure to them a Communication with 
their Barrier, muſt appear vain and groundleſs: For the 
Sovereignty of the Low- Countries being not to remain to an 
Enemy, but to a Friend and an Ally, that Communica-. 
tion muſt be always ſecure, and uninterrupted ; Betides 
that, in Caſe of a Rupture, or an Attack, the States have 
fall Liberty allowed them to take Poſſeſſion of all the Spa- 

_ iſh Netherlands, and therefore needed no particular Sti- 
pulation for the Towns abovementioned- Ry 

8 | 5 Having 
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Having taken Notice of this Conceſſion made to the 


- States-Genera] for ſeizing upon the whole Ten Provinces, 

we cannot but obſerve to Your Majefty, That in the Man- 
ner this Article is framed, it is another dangerous Circum- 
ſtance which attends this Treaty: For had ſuch a Provi- 


fion been confined to the Caſe of an apparent Attack from | 


France only, the avowed Defign of this Treaty had been 
fulfilled, and Your Majeſty's Inſtructions to Your Ambaſ- 
ſador had been purſued : But this neceſſary Reſtriction 

hath been omitted ; and the ſame Liberty is granted to 
the States to take Poſſeſſion of all the Netherlands, wen- 
ever they fhall think themſelves attack'd by any other 
Neighbouring Nation, as when they ſhall be in Danger 


from France; ſo that, if it ſhould at any time happen 


(which Your Commons are yery unwilling to ſuppoſe) that 
they ſhould quarrel even with Your Majeſty; the Riches, 
Strength, and advantageous Situation of theſe Countries 
may be made uſe of againft Yourſelf, without whoſe ge- 

nerous and powerful Aſſiſtance they had never been con- 


I0o return to thoſe ill Conſequences which relate to the 
Trade of Vour Kingdoms, we beg Leaye to obſerye to 


Your Majeſty, That tho? this Treaty revives and renders 


_ Your Ma y 4 Party to the Fourteenth and Fifteenth 
t . 


Articles of the Treaty of Munſter, by Virtue of which, 
the Impoſitions upon all Goods and Merchandizes brought 

into the Spaniſh Low- Countries by the Sea are to equal thoſe 
Fen on Goods and Merchandizes imparted by the Schelg, 


And the Canals of Se/5 and Sun, and other Mouths of the 


Sea adjoining ; Yet no Care is taken to preſerve that Equg- 
lity upon the Exportation of thoſe Goods out of the Spa- 
71 Provinces, into thoſe Countries and Places, which by 
Virtue of this Treaty are to he in the Poſſeſſion of the 
States. The Conſequence of which muſt in time be, and 


Your Commons ate infor med that in ſome Inftances it has 
already proved to be the Caſe, that the Impoſitions upon 


Goods carried into thoſe Conntries and Places by the Sub- 
jects of the States-General, will be taken off, whilft thoſe 


upon the Goods imported by Your Majeſty's Subjects re- 
main; by which Means Great Britain will entirely loſe this 
moſt beneficial Branch of Trade, which it hath been in all 

Ages poſſeſs'd of, even from the Time when thoſe Coꝑn - 
tries were goyern'd by the Houſe 6f Eurgundy, one of the 


f 


moſt ancient, as well as the moſt uſefyl, Allies to the 
Crown of g.... | BED 
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With regard to the other Dominions and Territories of 
Spain, Your Majeſty's Subjects have always been diftin- 
guiſh'd in their Commerce with them, and both by an- 
cient Treaties, and an uninterrupted Cuſtom, have enjoy- 
ed greater Privileges and Immunities of Frade, than ei- 
ther the Hollanders, or any other Nation whatſoever. And 


that wiſe and excellent Treaty of the Grand Alliance pro- 


vides effectaally for the Security and Continuance of theſe 
valuable Privileges to Britain, in ſuch a Manner, as that 
each Nation might be left at the End of the War upon tlie 
ſame Foot as it ftood at the Commencement of it. But 
this Treaty we now complain of, inftead of confirming 
"Your Subjects Rights, ſurrenders and deſtroys them: For, 
'altbo* by the Sixteenth and Seveateenth Articles of the 
Treaty of Munſter, made between his Catholick Majefty 
and the States-General, all Advantages of Trade are 


"what the Brugliſb enjoyed; yet, the Crown of England not 
deing a Party to that Treaty, the Suhjects of England have 
never ſubmitted to thoſe Articles of it, nor even the Spa- 
viurds themſelves ever obſerved them: But this Treaty 
revives thoſe Artieles in Prejudice of Great Britain, and 
"makes Your Majeſty a Party to them, and even a Gua- 


rantee to the States-Geueral for Privileges againſt Your 


don People, 


In how deliberate and extraordinary a Manner Your | 
"Majeſty's? Ambaſſador conſented to deprive Your Subjects 


of their ancient Rights, and Your Majeſty of the Power | 


of procuring to them any new Advantage, moſt evidently 
appears from his own Letters, which, by Your Majefty's 


Directions, have been laid before Your Commons: For 


when Matters of Advantage to Your Majefty and to Your 
"Kingdom had been offered as proper to be made Parts of 
this Treaty, they were refuſed to he admitted by the 
States-General, upon this Reaſon and Principle, That no- 
thing Foreign to the Guaranties of the Succeſſion, and 
of the Barrier, ſhould be mingled with them; notwith- 
ſtanding which, the States- General had no ſooner recei- 
ved Notice of a Treaty of Commerce concluded between 
Your Majeſty and the preſent Emperor, but they departed 
from the Rule propoſed before, and inſiſted upon the Arti- 


dle of which Your Commons now complain, which Article 


Your Majeſty's Ambaſſador allowed of, altho? Equally Fo- 


_ Feign tothe Succeſhonz"or the Barrier; and altho' he had 


— | ve 


| (19-3 
for that Reaſon departed from other Articles which would 
| have been for the Service of his own Country. vs 
We have forborn fo trouble Your Majeſty with ge- 
neral. Obſervations upon this Treaty, as it relates to, 
and affects the Empire, and other Parts of Europe. The 
 Miſchiefs which ariſe from it to Great Britain are what on- 
ly we have preſumed humbly to repreſent to You, As they 
are very evident, and very great; and as it appears that 
the !Lord Viſcount Townſheny had not any Orders or Au- 
thority for concluding ſeveral of thoſe Articles which are 
moſt prejudicial to Your Majeſty's Subjects, we have 
thought we could do no leſs, than declare Your ſaid Am- 
baſſador, who an ogg and figned, and all others who 
| adviſed the Ratifying of this Treaty, Enemies to Your 
Majefty and Your Kingdom. ES — 
pon theſe faithful Informations and Advices from 
5 Your Commons, we aflure ourſelves, Your Majeſty, in 
Your great Goodneſs to Your People, will reſcue them 
from thoſe Evils, which the private Counſels of il]-defign- 
ing Men have expoſed them to; And that in Your great 
Wiſdom You will find ſome Means for the explajning and 
amending the ſevęral Articles of this Treaty, fo as that 
they may conſiſt with the Intereft of Great Britain, and 
with a real and laſting Friendſhip between Your Majefty 
and the States-General. 2 0 7 


— 


Fler Majeſty's Moſt Gracious Anſwer. 
THIS Repreſentation is a farther Inſtance ß 
that Dutiful Affection to My Service, — x 
| Concern for the Publick Intereſt, which this © 
Houſe of Commons has always ſhewn. 


Ibu may be aſſured, T hat I will give ſuch © | 
| Orders, as ſhall effetfually anſever what uU. 
deſire of Me in every Particular. Ss bo 


5 BY Virtue of an Order of the Houſe of Commons, 

> J do appoint Samuel Keble and Henry Cle- | 
ments to Print this Repreſentation, And that no o- 1 
| ther Per ſon preſume to Print the ſame, © | - 5 A 


W. Baomy Sealer. 
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